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   DEFINITION 
   FLOOR PREPARATION 
   UNDERLAYMENT 
   INSTALLATION 
   MOULDINGS 
   TOOLS NEEDED 



WHAT IS CERAMIC TILE? 
A MIXTURE OF CLAYS THAT ARE PRESSED INTO SHAPE AND FIRED AT 
HIGH TEMPERATURES WHICH GIVES THE TILE IT’S HARDNESS. THE 
BISQUE, OR BODY, OF CERAMIC TILE MAY THEN BE GLAZED, OR LEFT 
UNGLAZED DEPENDING ON IT’S INTENDED USE 
 
CERAMIC TILE CAN BE INSTALLED ON A FLOORS, BACKSPLASHES, 

COUNTERTOPS, SHOWERS   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CERAMIC FLOOR 
INSTALLATION 

 
CERAMIC FLOOR TILE CAN BE INSTALLED OVER A 
CONCRETE OR WOOD SUBFLOOR. EXISTING FLOOR 
MUST BE LEVEL AND CLEARED OF ALL DEBRI. BE 
SURE TO CHECK FOR ADEQUATE CLEARANCE AT 
THE BOTTOM OF DOORS AND DOOR CASING SO 
THE NEW FLOORING WILL FIT. ALL CERAMIC MUST 
BE ADHERED TO FLOOR WITH A MORTAR, SPACED 
OUT PROPERLY, GROUTED, SEALED AND CLEANED. 



UNDERLAYMENT  

 

 
 

 
ALL SUBFLOORS SHOULD BE LEVELED TO A CERTAIN DEGREE 
OTHERWISE THE FOLLOWING MAY BE NEEDED TO LEVEL THE FLOOR 
(MUST SEE MANUFACTURERS SPECS).   
 
CEMENT BACKERBOARD –LIGHT WEIGHT CONCRETE SHEET THAT IS 
USED TO COVER WOOD SUBFLOORS.  IT IS ALSO USED AS AN 
UNDERLAYMENT FOR “WET” AREAS SUCH AS SHOWER WALLS AND 
TUB ENCLOSURES. 
 
SELF LEVELER:  FOR INSTALLING OVER CONCRETE THAT IS UNLEVEL OR 
DAMAGED 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UNDERLAYMENT 

       WOOD SUBFLOOR 
 
     
        BACKBOARD      
        UNDERLAYMENT 

       CEMENT SUBFLOOR 
        
   
         SELF LEVELER    
         UNDERLAYMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     BACKERBOARD 

       SELF LEVELER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPREADING ADHESIVE AND LAYING TILE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GROUTING, SEALING AND CLEANING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GROUT 
BEFORE GROUTING, SEALING AND CLEANING AFTER GROUTING, SEALING AND CLEANING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CERAMIC FLOOR INSTALLATION 
BEFORE AFTER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CERAMIC INSTALL 
AFTER BEFORE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MARBLE SADDLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CERAMIC STEPS 

BEFORE TILE INSTALLATION 

COMPLETED 

→ 

BEFORE GROUTING AND SEALING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CERAMIC STEPS 
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CERAMIC MOULDINGS 

CERAMIC WITH PRIMED WALLBASE CERAMIC WITH PRIMED 
WALLBASE AND QUARTERROUND 

CERAMIC WITH TILE BASE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CERAMIC WALL / BACKSPLASH 
INSTALLATION 

STANDARD FRAMING IS FINE TO SUPPORT A TILED WALL. THE WALL 
MUST BE STRONG ENOUGH TO HOLD UP WITH THE ADDITIONAL 
WEIGHT OF TILE, ADHESIVE AND GROUT. CEMENT BACKERBOARD, 
PLASTER, SHEETROCK AND CEMENT WALLS ARE BEST TO SUPPORT TILE 
 
ADDITIONAL PREPARATION TO WALLS MAY BE NEEDED IF A RIP UP OF 
EXISTING MATERIAL IS NEEDED 
ALL FIXTURE COVERS MUST BE REMOVED PRIOR TO INSTALLATION 
AND EXTENDERS MAY BE NEEDED TO REINSTALL 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Apply a layer of adhesive mortar (minimum of 1/8 inch thick) onto the clean 
surface with the flat side of the trowel working mortar into the surface.  Push 
tile in and twist slightly to ensure good contact  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CERAMIC TOOLS 
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